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 When do you think tornado season 
starts? April or May? The answer 
probably depends on who you ask, 
but tornadoes don't seem to care what 
the 'official' answer is. The first US 
tornado this year was on January 1 in 
Mississippi. Since then, there have 
been numerous deadly and damaging 
tornadoes, including the EF3 tornado 
in Tushka, Oklahoma on April 14. This 
tornado left two dead and more than 
forty injured, while destroying a dozen 
homes, businesses and school buildings. 
That tornado was quickly overshadowed by multiple tornadoes from Arkansas to 
North Carolina – all caused by that same storm system as it moved to the east. 
Then, only two weeks later there was another major outbreak with much of the 
damage occuring in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  A month later was the deadly tornado 
in Joplin. Now, 3 months later, Hurricane Irene is making the news.

The initial response to these disasters is best handled by organizations and 
personnel with special skills and training. But after the immediate needs are taken 
care of there is still much that needs to be done. Tushka is at this stage. Except 
for those directly affected, it is easy for us to be distracted by the media coverage 
of more recent disasters and overlook these ongoing needs. But these needs still 
exist. Fortunately, Atoka County has an agency that has funding to help those 
affected by the tornado. That funding goes further when volunteers provide the 
labor to repair the tornado damage. That is where we can help.

HACC's Outreach Team is organizing a Mini Mission Trip to Tushka 
October 13-15. The specific work to be done isn't known yet, but possibilities 
include cleaning, meal prep, debris removal, replacing windows and doors, 
hanging sheet rock, building or repairing porches, repairing roofs, etc. No special 
skills are needed – anyone can help. We plan to work Thursday through Saturday, 
Oct 13-15. You can come and help any day or days you are available.
We will be sleeping on air mattresses on the floor in an area church and meals 
will be provided by our Outreach Team. The only cost will be transportation. We 
will coordinate carpooling to get everyone to Tushka and back.

If you haven't been able to go on other mission trips because of the time 
away from home or work, this is your chance. Tushka is two and a half hours 
away and you can go for however long you can get away. A mission trip is a great 
time to get to really know others like you who have a heart to serve.
Signup sheets will be available in Sunday School classes and in the narthex. Or 
you can contact Danny Forthman (d4thman@yahoo.com or (918) 230-3899) to 
sign up or to get more information.

Mini Mission Trip to Tushka, OK

Damage from the Tornado in Tushka, OK



ADULT EDUCATION
   Alpha & Omega/Seekers -- Education Wing (North Side)
   Challengers -- Peake Hall
   Disciples -- Classroom open to Library (Main hall)	
   Explorers -- Education Wing (South End)
   Genesis -- Education Wing - 2nd classroom (South side)
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Alpha & Omega/Seekers -- Thanks to the Fishers for hosting 
our Labor Day Cook-out – all of the food was delicious as 
always!  We’ve started a study of The Eleven (from Mark’s 
sermon series last year).  Ellen Dollarhide will facilitate on 
Sunday, September 11. 

Disciples -- We are so glad to be back together in class 
after enjoying the summer series. Last Sunday, after much 
conversation, laughing and catching up, Dan delivered a 
great lesson from Timothy Keller’s book The Reason for 
God. Dan discussed the background of the book and its focus 
of understanding the Christian meaning of sin. Anything that 
takes the place of God in our lives, either good or bad, is sin.
The motivation for what we do radiates out from the center of 
our life. If Christ is at the center of our life, we have time for 
Christ and his concerns.     
     This week’s topic, “Religion and the Gospel”, started with 
Keller’s statement that Christianity is not a religion. He defines 
“religion” as salvation through moral effort. Christianity as 
“gospel” is salvation through grace, identifying Christ as the 
motive of our salvation. 
     The clipboard went around to sign up to help with the 
Food4Kids weekly distribution to Grimes Elementary, with 
Sally and Glenda in charge.

Explorers --  Parents Night Out marks our first social event of 
the school year. Don’t forget to RSVP and stake your claim 
on your favorite side item. If you can’t join us on Friday 
evening then stop in on Sunday morning. Todd will lead us in 
a reflective discussion focusing on September 11th. Interested 
in learning more about the Explorers? Stop by, we meet in the 
last classroom on the right in the Education Wing. Or contact 
Christina Maxwell - cabmaxwell@aol.com. 

Genesis --  It was great to be together in class again this Sunday.  
Come join us this week as we gather in prayer, fellowship and 
study.  We will spend some time sharing our thoughts and 
ideas related to Sunday’s sermon on “Wide Open Spaces - 
Eternity”.  We will also begin planning a service project and a 
social event.  We miss those of you unable to be present with 
us.  See you Sunday! 

     We provide two paid caregivers each month to help 
with our growing infant & toddler roster.  Both rooms will 
have an additional volunteer throughout the evening. To 
assist with the additional expense, the fee for PNO has 
increased slightly.  For those who are able, the fees are 
$10 per child, and $15 per family.  Also, we need four 
adult/youth volunteers to hang out with the pre-k through 
elementary children.  Parents are expected to help with 
one event each year, but we need additional volunteers to 
provide our parents with a much needed night out.  Sign 
up to help on the poster outside Pastor Darlene’s office.
     Parents - for the September PNO, we’ll enjoy water 
play until about 8:00 pm, to celebrate the end of summer.  
so bring the kids already in their swim gear (with a change 
of clothes for later).       
      Good news for families with middle school siblings 
-- All middle schoolers are welcome to join Colt & Jess 
in the HACC Shack for a movie.

PARENTS NIGHT OUT, 
September 9, 6:00 – 10:00 pm

       This Sunday marks the return of our much-appreciated 
Chancel Choir.  In observance of the 10th anniversary 
of the tragic September 11th attack on our country, Brad 
Burnham will lead the choir in singing the plaintive and 
beautiful “I Cry Unto the Lord”.   Amara Bethelsen will 
play a lovely comptemplative communion meditation 
by Gounod, and during the offering, Christina Maxwell 
will sing Mark Hayes’ inspiring “Make Me A Channel of 
Your Peace” based on the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi.
      I’m truly grateful to Brad for so capably taking over 
the organist/pianist responsibilities during my vacation 
Sundays, and thanks also to Amara Berthelsen, Debbie 
Clary, Hank Leonard and Christina and Todd Maxwell 
for their musical contributions during those two weeks 
in August.  This past Sunday Anna Neal, Paulette Pogue 
and Brad brought our special vocal music and we were 
blessed.  Thanks to all of our dedicated musicians who 
help us make it through our choir’s  summer vacation 
without feeling deprived of our weekly dose of musical 
sustenance.
    			     Peace & Harmony,  Susie

MUSIC NOTES
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CROP WALK is coming!   OCTOBER 2!!   
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  Series 1                 $53,943                         $63,750                         $554,636                      $510,000
 	               August Actual                 August Budget                August YTD             August YTD Budget

  While church ex-
penses continue into 
the summer months, 
our receipts usually 
decline. Please re-
member to keep your 
pledge up to date.

   Take the worry out of 
making your 2011 of-
fering payments (and 
the task of writing the 
check) by setting up 
an auto bank draft 
through the church. 
Call Benny Chastain 
at 918-742-5509.

               1                                    2                                     3                                     4

Church Finance Corner Contributions Received
Six Month Period Ending August 31, 2011

        Church World Service CROP WALK comes on October 
2 this year.  The need is great, and the opportunity to help is 
here.  HACC is a sponsoring church, because this Outreach 
truly reaches out to the world, starting here in our community.  

You can be a Walker, in spirit or in person, and raise money to feed and help teach others to feed themselves.  
Get a Walker’s envelop from Alan Crider.  Or, look for a Walker sporting the lovely CROP stop sign sticker.  

Fact of the week:  Millions walk farther than our WALK distance each day for potable water.  CROP helps 
develop water systems for local communities.					     Alan Crider

Have you heard the news?  Have you been under a rock?  
It’s CROP WALK time, kids!  

LOOKING FOR US ON THE WEB? We have a new website name -- www.hacctulsa.org.
(But if you can’t remember the new name, you can still find us at www.harvardavecc.org, too.)  
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We Are the Church!

Congratulations!

2011 Welcome Mat Deadlines
The newsletter deadlines are on Tuesdays at noon. Please e-mail 
your articles to hacc.betsey@sbcglobal.net, drop them by the 
church office or fax them to 742-5501. The next deadline is 
September 20. Newsletter deadlines for 2011 are: Tuesdays, 
at noon: September 20, October 4, October 18, November 1, 
November 15, November 29, and December 13. (Months where 
publication dates do not skip a week represent months where the 
schedule has been adjusted to accommodate holidays.)

Saturday, August 27, 2011, “2010 Change Agent of the Year” 
Jan Forthman received her award during a standing ovation 
at Volunteer Tulsa's A License to Change! Jan's 9+ years of 
service are proof that local volunteers are involved at all 
levels of our community's 
change-making. KJRH 
News Anchor Russ 
McCaskey announced 
Jan's selection following 
recognition of other 
community volunteers as 
Change Agents at OSU 
Center for Health Sciences 
Founders Hall.

Jan Forthman Receives Award

Beckett Benjamin Edelbrock was born 
August 13, 2011 to Liz and Ben Edelbrock. 
Proud grandparents to the 7 lbs. 8 oz. boy 
are Greg and Connie Entwistle.

Sympathy for:
Stephanie Briggs and family at the death 
of her grandmother, Lorene Dunn in 
Glenpool on August 23, 2100

To the HACC Faith Community,
Thank you for your prayers and concern during the last 
month as I endured surgery and several subsequent 
complications.  Your compassion through emails and 
phone calls is touching.  The healing process has not been 
what I desire for it to be however, I am on the mend!
				   Warm Regards, Russ Albrecht

Thank You

Our Children’s Worship Center recently received a 
wonderful gift.  The daughters of Gladys O’Connor; 
Dyann Bennett, Nancy Payne, and Teryl Sperle, chose 
to designate the generous memorial donations made to 
HACC in honor of their Mother to the Children Worship 
& Wonder program.  With an additional gift from her 
children, we are adding a full year of new storytelling 
materials!  In our multisensory worship center the 
children hear a Bible story told with beautifully hand-
crafted wood figures each week.  The set of materials 
we already own begins with Old Testament stories and 
continues with New Testament stories reflecting the 
seasons of Advent, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. 
Our new stories are designed to provide a framework 
and sequence for following Jesus’ life.  The stories are 
arranged in four categories:

1.	 God’s Gift of Jesus the Christ
2.	 Jesus Shows the Way of the Kingdom of God in 
	 Galilee
3.	 Jesus Shows the Way of the Kingdom of God in 
	 Jerusalem
4.	 Jesus’ Disciples show the way of the Kingdom
	 of God in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the 
	 World
Gladys O’Connor was committed to children’s 

ministry and children in general, during her life.  She 
served behind the scenes in the church in many capacities 
over the years.  She was especially gifted at getting to 
know her grandchildren well enough to give ‘the perfect 
gift.’  It is a fitting tribute to her to add the ‘perfect gift’ 
to our Children Worship & Wonder center, which will 
impact the faith development of our children for many 
years to come.

If you are interested in learning more about the 
Children Worship & Wonder center, volunteering as a 
children’s Worship Assistant, or want to become a trained 
Storyteller, please contact Pastor Darlene Martinez at 
hacc.darlene@sbcglobal.net.

Gladys O’Connor Memorial Gift Funds 
Children’s Worship Program

Be Loved.  Believe.  Become.
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NEATs, a multi-faith agency for the 
"chronologically gifted" (55+) with a 
focus on centenarians, will have its "Fall 
Kick Off" on Wednesday, September 
14, at 10:30 a.m. at Harvard Avenue 
Christian Church, in Peake Hall (west 
entrance).  Featured speaker on the 2011 
theme "Knowing TV Personalities" 
will be Yvonne Harris Lewis, broadcast 
journalist at NEWS Channel 8 who 
serves as weekend reporter and anchor.  
Devotion and entertainment will be 
provided by Keren and Dean Heath, 
chaplain with Infinity Care of Tulsa. 
Attendees are requested to bring small 
items for Blue Star Mother's Christmas 
boxes.  A covered-dish luncheon will 
be served. For more information call 
NEATs, 918-743-1303.

    The Outreach Team has had requests for family friendly Outreach projects.   
Here are some ideas thanks to Parents.com:  

     10 Ways Kids Can Help: 
  1.  Donate food to a food pantry. Have your child pick out one item each time 
	 you go to the store. When you get a bagful, take it to a local food pantry.
  2.  Walk to fight disease. Many organizations use walks to increase awareness
	  and raise funds. Kids 5 and up can walk a few miles, and you can push 
	 little ones in a stroller.
  3.  Put together activity boxes. If your child  is  a  preschooler, decorate  shoe 
	 boxes and fill them with a deck of cards, small games, and puzzle books 
	 for kids at the local hospital.
  4.  Visit a nursing home. Your family can be matched with one person to call
	  on regularly.
  5.   Clean up.  Pick up litter at a local park or while you take  a  walk  in  the
	 neighborhood.  (Wear gloves and supervise your children closely.)
  6.  Befriend a mentally disabled adult. Call a residential treatment center  for
	 the developmentally disabled in your area and ask to be  matched with 
	 an  adult  whom  you  can  include  in  family  events, holiday activities, 
	 and outings. The center will select someone who can interact well with 
	 young children.
   7.    Deliver meals. You and your child can bring both hot food and companionship

	 to homebound people through a local charity food service.
  8.  Offer a lift. Take your kids along to drive elderly people or  patients  with
	  AIDS or cancer to their medical appointments, or  take  nursing-home
	  residents or isolated seniors to the grocery store or to visit friends.
  9.  Share storytime. Read your child's favorite books  to  children  in the hos-
	 pital. Your child can sit next to you and turn the pages.
10.  Be kind to animals. Volunteer to care for abandoned dogs or cats.
    Once you’ve decided on a project, explain to your children exactly what 
to expect. Be enthusiastic about what you’re doing and explain why the job 
is important (“When we pick up litter from the park, we make it more fun for 
everyone to come and play here”). Answer your child’s questions about the 
work and the people you’ll be interacting with.
     Above all, have fun. You might consider teaming up with another family, 
inviting one of your child’s friends to help out, or stopping for a picnic in the 
park or ice cream on the way home. What initially may seem like another task 
on your to-do list can become a wonderful bonding experience for your family.

     Calling all adults!  Please consider 
this an open invitation to line the 
Education Wing hallway on Sunday, 
September 11 at 10:00 am as we escort 
four new Youth out to the HACC Shack!  
We’ll blow bubbles in celebration of 
promoting Cooper King, Lexi Lipe, 
Zoey Martinez, and Trinity Santos to 
the youth program.  

Following the bubble brigade, 
children in Pre-K through Fifth Grade 
and their parents will gather in the 
children’s Sunday School classroom 
to meet the teachers, celebrate the 
promotion of  children and receive 
a personalized Bible Pre-K through 
Kindergarten families will gather in 
their classroom, while 1st through 5th 
grader families will meet in Noah’s 
Library.

PROMOTION SUNDAY
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Family Outreach Projects Teach Caring NEATS to Meet September 14

The Craft Crowd will soon work out 
their plans for this Fall.  Meanwhile 
they continue to refurbish and add to 
HACC’s collection of Chrismons for 
the Sanctuary Christmas Tree.  All 

are welcome to be part of the fun 
and crafting. They meet Tuesdays 
around 9:30 a.m. Did we mention 
the coffee will be ready and there are 
often goodies to share?

Craft Crowd
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     Time is the hottest commodity in our society today.  There is simply not enough of it.  There are a myriad of services such 
as cleaning, mowing, delivery of all sorts to assist us in saving time.  We try to compile as much as we can in an effort to 
use what we accumulate in a particular way.  We save it up for vacation, we attempt to plan our lives so that we save every 
moment we can for future use.  We couple this with filling every moment with activity in an effort to live as fully as possible.  
We keep calendars with our lives scheduled down to the minute.  We do anything and everything we can to control time.  
     The valuable minutes that you are spending reading this article are keeping you from spending time doing something else.  
Do you feel pressed, intrigued or downright panicked by the idea that time is ticking away?  Or do you have a clear sense of 
your days and their hours?  
     There are Christian traditions in which the hours of the day are prayed.  Namely this occurs in the Roman Catholic Church 
among the monks and nuns in monastic communities.  Since the 6th century the following has been the organization for the 
Liturgy of the Hours or Divine Office.

 Matins (during the night, at midnight with some), 
	 sometimes referred to as Vigils or Nocturns.
 Lauds or Dawn Prayer (at Dawn, or 3 a.m.)
 Prime or Early Morning Prayer (First Hour = approximately 6 a.m.)
 Terce or Mid-Morning Prayer (Third Hour = approximately 9 a.m.)
Sext or Midday Prayer (Sixth Hour = approximately 12 noon)

This Sunday, September 11, Harvard Avenue 
Children’s Choir participants will begin their 2011-
2012 session of musical fun and service to their 
church.  The children will practice from 5:30 – 6:15 
in the Explorers’ Sunday School room, and then move 
to the Children’s Playground for a Welcome Back to 
Choir Celebratory Supper of pizza, salad and dessert.

The first rehearsal block will include three 
5:30 practices on the Sundays of September 11th, 

September 18th and September 25th.  Then on October 
2nd - World Communion Sunday, the children will 
be singing in both the contemporary and traditional 
worship services.  

For further information, please feel free to call 
Susie Daugherty at 918-519-8258 or send her an e-mail 
at susie@susiesings.com.  Every child will receive a 
warm welcome and an opportunity to make a joyful 
noise to God!

In the Interest of Time

  None or Mid-Afternoon Prayer (Ninth Hour = 
       approximately 3 p.m.)
  Vespers or Evening Prayer ("at the lighting of the 
      lamps", generally at 6 p.m.)
  Compline or Night Prayer (before retiring, 
       generally at 9 p.m.)

    12th century mystic Hildegard of Bingen wrote the following prayer.  I invite you to pause in the midst of your day, 
perhaps each hour, and take just a moment to pray.

“Holy Wisdom in your power
Hold us fast in every hour.
Enclose us in your threefold wings
Spreading to embrace all things.
One pierces heaven’s height above,
Another touches earth with love,
The other moves with tender care.
In mystery through the cosmic air.
Holy Wisdom in your power
Enlighten us in every hour.”

      May you spend the hours of every day in the presence of the Holy.      Rev. Bethany J. Albrecht

HACC’s Children Celebrate New Choir Season this Sunday!
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Sunday Services

September 11 -- Wide Open Spaces: Namaste  (Isaiah 58:6-10)
Rev. Mark Briley , preaching

Elders -- Communion:  Contemporary-Kaye Nofziger; 
 Traditional-Ed Crockett;    Offertory-- Belva Brown Jordan

Visitation--Barbara Cargill, Sharon Bartlett   
 Acolyte--Ben Brown;         Contemp. Tech--Clayton Smith

Set Up: Bill & Betsy Richert
Clean Up:   Dave & Mary Maddox

Attendance: 
September 4 -- Contemporary --68;  Traditional -- 142; Total   210
September 11--Contemporary-- 80 ; Traditional-- 127;  Total-- 207

September 4 -- Wide Open Spaces: If There Is Nothing Else
 (Matthew 6:33) -- Rev. Mark Briley , preaching

Elders -- Communion:  Contemporary -- Mark Southard
Traditional -- Rick Langenheim      Offertory-- Dan Strong

Visitation--Janet Briggs, Wayne Kindrick
Acolyte:  Cameron Gough;  Contemporary Tech. --  Clarissa Santos

Set Up:  Mark & Lyn Courtial
   Clean Up:   John & Linda Hopkins

September Deacons
Traditional: Dave & Jamie Jones; Sarah & Garrett Widowski, 

Bill Richert, Cindy & Phil King;  
Contemporary: Lance & Tara Goll; Clint & Stephanie Briggs

September Greeters: Letha Lee Music; Alene Kurtz

Mark Briley

The Results Are In
 Awaiting results can create anxiety.  Your doctor 

draws some blood and you wait hoping the news will 
be good.  A little girl’s dance squad competes and then 
waits for the judges to share their critique.  We wait 
for different reasons and for different answers but the 
words, “the results are in” naturally make the heart race.  

After a wonderful Spiritual Health Check event 
where your energetic input was compiled, our Elder 
Team met to discern the appropriate responses to the 
effort. Our staff then gathered for a day retreat to pray 
and consider the priorities set out by the elders.  The 
results are in!  Each of the six areas covered in break out 
sessions (Traditional Worship; Contemporary Worship; 
Outreach, Children’s Ministries; Youth Ministries; 
Church Growth) will begin to feel the impact of the 
results.  Our staff and lay leaders are excited about the 
enthusiasm with which this is being approached.  The 
results are available to you now by accessing them 
from our church website or picking up a hard copy at 
the church.  

Many facility and spatial needs prioritized by the 
event are being considered by our Building Team which 
continues their work to prepare our current and future 
spaces to embrace our growing needs.  The Outreach 
Team has already met and is working to address 
those priorities.  The Contemporary Worship service 
is being re-visioned and hopes to launch with a new 
feel and format in November. Both Children and Youth 
ministries are in need of growing volunteer support as 
those programs grow.  Ask Darlene and Colt how you 
can get involved in the lives of our young people.

Change has its way of helping us grow.  We can 
become so accustomed to things that we miss the marvel 
present in any experience.  The results are in and we are 
responding!  Thanks for your constructive feedback, 
your ongoing enthusiastic support, and your embrace 
of the changes needed to carry us forward stronger than 
before.  The future is bright, alive, and moving with the 
Spirit of God.  Thanks be to God!     

    This Sunday marks the ten year anniversary of the 
horrific terrorist attacks carried out on September 11, 2001 
on our own soil.  It is one of those days like the Kennedy 
assassination or the Challenger Explosion where you 
remember exactly where you were and what you were 
doing when the tragic events occurred.  What perspective 
have we gleaned in ten years?  How do we respond to 
evil?  How do we live in response?  Join us this Sunday as 
Rev. Briley continues a sermon series entitled, Wide Open 
Spaces, looking theologically at the big questions we all 
have in life.  Considering the reflection of the day, Mark 
will offer a message entitled, “Namaste.”      

Wide Open Spaces Sermon Series –
Special 9/11 edition
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UPCOMING EVENTS

September 9	 Parents’ Night Out, 6:00-10:00 pm
September 11	 Promotion Sunday
		  Children’s Choirs, 5:30 pm
September 12	 Handbell Ensemble Practice, 2:00 pm
September 13	 Elections, 7:00 am-7:00 pm
		  Ministry Leadership Team, 7:00 pm
September 14	 NEATs Gathering, 10:30 am
September 15	 HACC Book Club, 10:00 am
		  Telecare, 6:30 pm
		  Traditional Deacons Mtg, 6:30 pm

In His Grip, Colt, 918-691-6525
hacc.colt@sbcglobal.net

Promotion Sunday/School Party – September 11
This coming Sunday, September 11, we will have a party to welcome our 6th grade students into the youth 
group.  We will meet during our traditional Sunday school time in the HACC Shack, have a party and get 
to know our newly promoted youth.  I will provide food, drinks and entertainment.   All I need from you is to 
show up and welcome our new youth. 
 
Parent Orientation Meeting – Friday Sept. 16 – 6pm – HACC Shack
With fall upon us and new youth joining our group it’s time for another Parent Orientation meeting.  This 
meeting will be a chance for youth parents, new and veteran alike, to get to know our youth program, learn 
about what we do and why we do some it.  We’ll meet in the HACC shack on Friday ,September 16, at 6 
pm to share a meal as well as discuss ideas, programs activities and concerns that pertain to our youth 
program.  If you would like to attend please let me know by Wednesday September 14 (We’d like to get a 
count for dinner). Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  


